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Should one be disposed lo condemn the freedom, which is used m thi3 
small tract on so great a subject, he may receive instruction and reUef 
from Old England's wisest Pliilosophor in the sentiments, confirmed and 
sanctioned by the most prudent and modest of New England's Christian 
Gentlemen ; as announced and approved at the Ccniennial Celebration of 
Havard College, on the era of the second century from its foundation : 

'* Harvard University — May she hold in respect the precept of Bacon ; 
Take counsel of both limes; of the antienter What is best; — of the later 
lime luhat is fittest; — to reform without bravery, or scandal of former 
times : yet lo set it down to ourselves, as well to create good precedents^ as to 
follow them.'" — Quincy's Histoky of Harvard Unxversity. V^ol. fl? 
page 6G2. 



CONSIDERATIONS. 



sp:ction l the first compromise. 

Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 

liunj) f " 

In tlie history of nations never has arisen a more impor- 
tant subject, for rational and practical consitlenition than the 
question which now demands and deserves the attention of 
the people in these States, in respect to Slavery. This 
question, in the wonderful arrangements of Divine Provi- 
dence, is now so placed before tliis people, as leaves no pos- 
sible foundation, or even tlie smallest prospect for the per- 
manent adjustment of our national institutions, transactions 
and interests, until slavery, as it now exists in these States ; 
or civil, religious and personal liberty, as proclaimed in the 
Declaration of Independence, shall be constitutionally and 
practically established, in res})ect to every person, through 
the wliole length and breadth of the land. On this great 
subject, one question and only one question needs to be can- 
didly considered and truly and fairly answered : and that 
one question is — What oiKjhi to be done ? 

If we would honestly consider and wisely answer this 
question, it is desirable and necessary to regard the senti- 
ments professions and obligations of the people in these 
States, as they have been declared on the most important 
occasions ; as they have been connected with the transactions, 
which established our national existence ; and as they are 
recorded in the documents, which respect the principles and 
commencement of our national Independence. One of the 
earliest transactions of this description occurred in the iirst 
CouG^ress of the Colonies, which was convened on the 4tli 
of September, 1774, in Philadelphia. Of tliat event wc 
have the foUowinir statement: " In' the year 1774, when 
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Britain threatened a war with us and was disposed to deny 
to us some part of the liberty, which we claimed ; and^ we 
had a prospect of entering into a bloody conflict in defence 
of our own rights, the slavetrade, which had been practised, 
appeared so inconsistent with our* own liberty, that a Con- 
gress, which then represented these United States, made a 
solemn resolution, in the name of all the people, whom they 
sepresented, in the following words, We will neither im- 
.port, nor purchase any slaves imported, after the first day of 
December next ; after which time we will wholly discontinue 
:the slavetrade ; and vnW neither be concerned in it ourselves, 
:nor will hire our vessels, nor sell our commodities, or manu- 
.factures to those, wlio are concerned in it." All the people 
•appeared to acquiesce in this resolution, in order to^ act a 
consistent part, while contending for their own liberties and 
to have any ground of hope in the protection and smiles of a 
righteous God and success in the struggle for our liberties. 
With this resolution we entered the combat; God appeared 
to be on our side and wrought v^^onders in our ftivor ; disap- 
pointed those, who rose against us and established our free- 
dom and independence." 

Another transaction, in respect to our national existence 
.and obligations, was the Declaration of Independence, which 
is entitled — The unanimous Declaration of the 'Jliirteen 
United States of America. In this great and solemn trans- 
action the Congress declare, that they act according to the 
: station, which tliey are entitled to assume by tlie laws of 
nature and of nature's God. They also declare the native 
equality and unalienable rights of all human beings ; and in 
'accordance with these rights, they state the proper objects 
and ri2;hteous foundations of civil governments and political 
institutions. Then, appealing to the Supreme Judgn of the 
world for the rectitude of their intentions ; and with a firm 
reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, in support 
of their Declaration, they mutually pledge tlieir lives, their 
•fortunes and their sacred honor. These sentiments, pi'ofes- 
sions and obligations are virtually renewed, by the people in 
these States, on the anniversary of our national existence 
and independence; and before the Supreme Judge of tlie 
world and the nations^pf the earth, they are the foundation 
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of every national privilege and transaclionj in respect to the 
people in the United States. 

A third transaction of national importance and obligation, 
which occurred on the 9tli of July, 1778, was the formation 
of the Confederation, In this transaction the States adopted 
the Articles of Confederation and perpetual union between 
the Thirteen United States." The sentiments, professions 
and obligations of the lirst Congress of the Colonies in 1774 ; 
the Declaration of Independence, 4th of July, 177G ; and 
the x\rticles of Confederation, in 1778, were founded on the 
immutable principles of truth, justice, liberty and righteous- 
ness. Tlicse principles were professed, sanctioned and vin- 
dicated, from 1774 until the lirst of April, 1783, by the most 
important declai'ations and transactions; by an appeal to the 
Su])remo Judge of the world ; by a firm reliance on the 
protection of Divine Providence ; by the pledge of our lives, 
our fortunes and our sacred honor; and by all the counsels 
and prayers, labors and conflicts, treasures and blood, that 
were given and expended to maintain our rights and estab- 
lish our Independence. 

At the close of the war, on the first of April, 1783, it was 
agreed by the old Congress, after a sharp conflict on the 
subject, that the burdens on the States should be laid accord- 
ing to the population, counting three lifihs of the slaves. On 
the hnal question respecting the method of countmg the 
slaves, Rhode Island voted No 1 Massachusetts was divided. 
The other States voted — aye. Mr. Upham, in his speech in 
Congress, 10th May, 1854, on the repeal of the Missouri 
com])romise, sa} s, This was the first compromise ever 
made between the slave-hohling and the free States." — 
What was the occasion of this comj)romi>(i ? On the sub- 
ject of taxation according to th(: nunibcr of the people, when 
the question arose, How shall the slaves be counted," the 
Southern delegates maiiitainod, that they were not to be 
counted, for they vrure priipiTiy and not jiCrsoiis. Hut the 
Northern delegates coiitemuui, thai they were persons and 
not property ; and all ought to be counted. As the 
members of the Congress would not aiiree to v,hat was 
true and right, they agi'ced, by a com])r<>iiii<(.% to what was 
false and wrong. They agreed to count five human beings, 
as only three persons, in their basis of taxation according 
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to the number of {lie people. In this compromise how did 
they account and treat their shives ? Were they persons, or 
were they property ? Did each party maintain the truth, 
while they diil'ered ? Did either party maintain the truth, 
wlien they agreed, in the compromise, to account five huiiian 
beings to be three persons ? Was that compromise true, or 
false, right, or wrong, wise^ or unwise ? According to tlie self- 
evident principles, which are proclaimed in the Declu ration 
of Independence and whicli are the foundation of our na- 
tional existence, the first compromise, between the Northern 
and Southern Stales, renounced liberty ibr slavery, righteous- 
ness for unrif^hteousness and wisdom for foil v. 

" Knovj ye not that a little leaven leavcneth the whole liunpT 



SECTION IL SECOND COMPROMISE. 

For ivJiat fellow si dp hath rigliteousness with unrighteous-' 
ness ? and ivliat communion hath light with da^^hicss ? 

On the first of March, 1784, Virginia ceded to the United 
States her territory, north and west of the Ohio River. 
Other States having territory in the same region, followed 
her example; and the whole territory, northwest of the river, 
became the common property of the United States. On the 
possession of this property, a conflict arose on the question, 
whether it should be occupied by free labor, or slave labor ? 
Uphain says, in his speech on tlie 10th of May, 1854, the 
struggle continued for years, with unabated energy and de- 
termination ; and never could have been arrested, without a 
compromise." On the very day of the cession from Virginia, 
a committee of Jefferson from that State, of Chase from 
Maryland ar.d Howell of ]\lu)de-Island, reported a plan for 
the iciiipriiii ry goveiTinient of the Northwestern territory. 
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II was written by Jeifcrson and contained the follow ing pro* 
vision respecting the States, which might be fbnued within 
the territoiy ; " after the year 1800., of the Cliristian era., 
there sliall be neither shivery, nor invohmtary servitude in 
any of the said States, otlierwisc tlian in punishnient of 
crimes, of whicli the party sliall htive been duly convicted to 
have ])een personally gnilty." 

On the 19th of April, 1784, the anniversary of the Lex- 
ington battle, only ten years from the first bold and bloody 
conflict for liberty against slavery, the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States rejected tlie ordin.'ince for the exclusion of Slavery 
from their teiritory, though it was composed, otfcred and 
urged for their acce{)tancc, by Thomas Jetfcrson, tlxi author 
of the Declaration of our national Independence. <.hi the IGth 
of Marcli, 178G, iifteen years from the month of the Boston 
massacre, when the British troops tired on the inhabitants of 
Boston and murdered lour men, the })roposed ordinance for 
liberty against slavery, was again rejected, when olfered by 
Rufiis Kino*, a dele<j:ate from New York^ But, savs Mr. 
Upham, the peo])le of the Iree States were then resolved, 
as I believe they now are and trust they ever will be, that 
this continent shall not be enveloped in Slavery ; and that a 
limit shall be put to its extension. The controversy v^'as 
irreconcilable. The confe<leiTition could not have been 
preserved, and the States could not have continued under one 
government, had not a com})romise, in the nature of a com- 
pact, been made. Such a compromise, or compact was 
made." On the Dth of July, 1787, in the old Congress, the 
subject of a government for the Northwestern territory was 
referred to a Committee of live, Nicholas of Virginia was 
chairman and Nathan Dane of Beverly, Massacliusetts, was 
a member. After two days only, this committee reported the 
celebrated Ordinance of 1787." It contains the pro- 
hibition of shivery in the territory ; in substance what Jef- 
ferson had endeavored to persuade that Congress to adopt, 
what Ilufus King had advocated without success and what 
the slave-holding Representatives, for more than three years, 
had constantly resisted with inflexible determination and una- 
nimity. But now, the very next day after it was reported, 
it wa^ instantly ar'cepted. Every Southern vote and every 
Vol'.', Nf.)rth and .^uuth, is j'econh.'d in its iiwor, except the 
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single vote of .Robert Yates of New York. Wliy was this 
great, sudden and total eliange ? It was because there wag 
attached to the restriction of slavery an obligation on tlie 
States, which might be formed in the territory, to permit the 
reclamation of fu;j!;itives from slavei'y : it was on account of 
this premium offtu'cd by the free States to the shive States, 
for the relinquishment of the chxim to carry shivery into the 
territorial possessions of the United States. Th.e ordinance 
of 1787 has the following article : " there shall be neither 
slavery, nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, other* 
wise than in punishment of crimes, of wliich the party shall 
be duly convicted: Provided aIwai/8, that any person escap- 
ing into the same, fi'om whom laboi', or service is lawfully 
claimed in any one of the original States, such fugitive may 
be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming 
the labor, or service, as aforesaid." This arrangement was 
made unalteraJjle and ])er{>etuai by the ordinance. " It is 
ordained and declared by the authority aforesaid, that the 
following a.rti<!les shall be consiihn'cd as articles of compact 
between the original States and the people and the States in 
the said territory ; and ibr ever remain unalterable, unless 
'by common consent." The con.4itution of tlie United States 
has sanrtioned this compact bv the article that enirau^ements 
formed before its adoption " should be as valid against tlie 
UnitedvSlates, uiider tlie Constitution, as under the Confed- 
eration." Such is the Second Oompyoniise between the shive- 
hohJ.Li>.g and non-siaveliolding Sta.tes. In the history of the 
United. States no single enactment has been more celebrated 
or been more innueiitiad in its corinections and consequences, 
than the ordiiumcc of 1787 ; ]>v which slavery was to be ibr- 
ev r exeluded from the Korthwestern territi j-y ; and by 
which they, v;ho should es(Mij)c from slavt-i'v, ai'e to be reclaim- 
ed a!i;l returned to involuniai-y servitude. While this ordinance 
lias beer, eonsti'.n.tly an.l highly aj)[)lauded ibr its exclusion of 
slaveiy I'roin the Northwi.isterii tt-rritory, the [>er.niisslon a.nd 
cnixagement ibr the reclamation of fugitives, bv v.ln'eh that 
exclusion was ()l)tained, have not Received tlieir deserved re- 
prehension. The long and. violent contention on tills subject, 
thai, v/as ended by the Seeoiid Compromise, shows that how- 
ever righteousness and unrighteousness may contend, they 
never can e.-t.).l;!>:!: and neiintr>in veal fellowship. If they, 
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who have been engeaged in such a contention, become 
united by a compromise, it is by a niutiial agreement in un- 
rigliteousnes and not in righteousnes.ss. It was unrighteons 
in the South to chum the territory for slavery ; and no Icr^s 
nnrigiiteous for the r'Corth to obtain it for freedom by the re- 
turn of the fujiitives. 



SECTION III. THIRD COMPPvOMISE. 

" For lliey have sown tlie icind ; tliey shall reap the wlurlwmdr 

Whik^ the Comrress of the Confederation, in New York, 
were in session, a Convention was assembh.'d and em^aiijed 
ill an attempt to devise a firmei" union and organize a gov- 
eminent, which sliould preserve the SUites from division and 
ruin. In the montli of Mav, IT^^T. the Convention asscm- 
bled in Piiiladelphia. In tliis Convention soon arose the 
question on the estimate to be made of tlie slaves. It was 
nec(;ssary to arrange a basis lor the House of Repi'esenta- 
tives. It was admitted, that the populalion was liie only 
practicable foundation fur this pur[K)se. I>ut tlie question 
was — IIow shall the slaves be counied? When t:vx(\s v/ere 
to be laid by the old Congress, in (he year, 17<S'j,the Sou'.h- 
ern d'jlegates nniintained, that the slaves were not to be 
countiHl, fur th;.'y were pro})iu-ty and not pei-sons. l>ut the 
Northern del(\gat(\s contended, that (hey were persons and 
not propert}' ; and all ought to l)e counted. Yet, now, 
wiien numbers and j)0wer were the olfject, in the House of 
Represeniativ(is, the Suutliern dehegat' s contjuuled. th.at all 
their slaves ought to \ni (counted ; for they wave, jiersons and 
aot property. But the Nurtii inaintain(Ml, thiil the slaves 
were property and not persons ; and ought not to be counied in 
the representation uf tlu* })eeple. 'i he confiict on this sub- 
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ject, continued for months ; and was as obstinate and violent 
in the Convention, as had been the controversy in ^ the old 
Congress respecting the Northwestern territory. When the 
contention respecting tlie Northwestern territory w^as settled 
by the Comproniise'of 1787. as it has been sliown in the pre- 
ceding section, then tlie controversy in the Convention was 
soon closed, by the three-fifths ratio in the estimate of the 
slaves, for the basis of represent.ition in Congress. 

The Missouri Compiomise, in 1820, was a renewal of the 
great compact of 1787, not in spirit only, but in the very 
letter It was formed by the restriction of Slavery withm 
certain limits and the return of fugitives to slavery. ^ The 
compromises of 1850 were formed on the same basis, in 
resi)ect to the restriction of shivery and the return of fugi- 
tives. When the bill for the repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise was debated in the year 1854, by the Congress of 
the United States, Mr Uphain s;ud : " This bill contemplates 
and if it becomes a law will constitute a i-adical and vital 
chancre in the policy, on which the Union of the States was 
formed, and by whicii its ailUirs have been administered 
tlirougli its entire history. It will be an abandonment of the 
course, that has been j)ursued from the lirst. The country 
will swing from her moorings ; and we shall embark, with 
all our ji'recious interests, all th.e glorious recollections and 
all tlie magnificent prospects of this vast Republican empire, 
on an untraversed, unknown and it may well be leared, 
stormy, if not fatal sea," He declares and shows, that 
the Constitution never could have be^^n adopted by the Stat< s, 
or ev«Mi formed by the Convention ; the present government 
could not have been estal)li,4ied, nor even the Confederation 
been long maintained, had not certain comi)acts and engag- 
ments been arranged and solcmidy confirmed by the two 
great sections of the Union." He maintains that the coin- 
'])romises are the solid basement, on which the whole struc- 
ture of our Union stands ; that their spirit and essence run 
through the entire constitutional history of our country, and 
are the foundation, on which was established the Constitution. 
Jie sjiys, ''you can trace in this ieature of our pfilitical 
svstem, the l>:cn\us and hand of the Coiistitution from the 
turret to the foundation." ^ 
We luive now given a very concise view of the Com- 
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promises, on which have been founded and controled the 
transaction of our national affairs and the administration of 
our national government from the cessation of hostih'ties for 
our Independence, until the present time. TJie old Congress 
of the Confederation and the Convention of the Constitution 
saw and felt the evils and dangers, which they expected to 
prevent by the Compromises of 1787 ; but we now see and 
feel the greater evils and dangers, which have arisen and 
still arise from the compromises of that period. The com- 
promise of 1783, which was the foundation of the ratio of 
taxation ; the compromise of 1787, on which was settled, at 
that time, the contention respecting the North ^Yes^ern territo- 
ry ; and the compromise of tlie same year, which estaldished 
the basis for the representation of the people in Congress, are 
among the most important transactions, lhal h.ave occuri-ed in 
tliC history of the United States. They originated from the 
greatest dhnculties that have ever embarrassed and per[)lox- 
ed our political interests ; and were preceded by the most 
violent and threatening, controversies an.d contentions, thai 
have ever exi;^lcd in our National assemblies. These com- 
promises demand and deserve a moi'e earnest and iinpjiriiai 
attention ; and a more serious and practical consideration 
than they have ever received from the p-eople or the States; 
or in the administration of the Federal <jroveriun(mt. Thouirh 
the union and agreement in the adoption of these com])rom- 
ises were so harmonious ; they luive been the occasion of con- 
stmt and violent dilference and contention, almost sevenlv 
years, from tlie formation of the Constitution to this day. 
Never have the difference and contention been more dinger- 
ous, violent and fearful than at the i)]"esent time. Tiie com- 
promises might have been administered for a precious and 
healthful opiate; but they may yet prove to be a subtle and 
fatal poison. For the prevention of such evil and bitter 
eflects, we ought, by a vrise and thorough review and im- 
provement of what is passed, to be induced to perceive and 
perform our present duty. 
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SECTION IV, Tim CONSTITUTION OF THE 

UNITED STATES. 

" Yea ; aridtvliy even of yourselves judge yc not ivhat is right 

When Wasliinglon vrns cliosen a delegate to the Conven- 
tion, whieh formed t]ie Constilutionj he made every possible 
preparation for the duties of that impoj'tant appointmento- 
lle was ap})rehensive, that the delegate.^ would be nnder tlie 
influenee of instriietions, wliich might emh;irraps and retard, 
if they did not defeat the object, for whicli they v/ere to as- 
semble. He said : My wish is, that the Convention may 
adopt no temporary ex[)edient.s ; but'*]>robe the defects of the 
Constitution f (by vvliicli lie meant tiie articles of the Con- 
federation,) to the l)Ottom and provide a radical cure, 
wdiether iliey lire agrecMl, or not. A conduct of tiiis kiiul 
will stamp wdsdom and dignity npon their proceedings ; and 
exhiljit a light, v/hich v/ill sooner, or later, have its intlu- 
ence." Whcjn the Constitution was formed, it was not 
entircdy satisfactory to the CoTivention, that formed it. But 
laully as it Vvas, they looked upon it, as the best, that could 
be made in th.e existing state of things; and as such, they 
"wished it to be i]uv]y tried. It w^as moreover remarkable, 
that v^diat one called a defect, another thought its most val- 
uable ])art ; so that in detail, it was almost wholly condemn- 
ed and ap})roved.''' — Spark's JAfc of JVasImigfoii. 2^cfges 401 
aiid 403. 

After a trial of seventy years, the Constitution would be. 
accounted; at this day, by an intelligent and impartial tribu- 
nal, to be neitfier less, nor more, v.ortliy. or unv/orthy of 
condensation and approbation than it v/as at tlic time of its 
formation aiul adoption. Every person can easily form a 
correct judgment of the compromises, which have been be- 
fore us, in the three former sections of these considerations. 
As the Constitution w^as founded on these Compromises, in 
its fundamentod principles and practical administravtions it is 
in perfect agreement witli the nature and cHects of the Ibun- 
dation, on whicli it was established. Do the compromises 
of the Constitution agree witli the Colonies, in their resolu- 
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lion by tlieir first Congress, in tlic year, 1774, respecting 
-Slavery ? Do tlioy agree with tlic self-evi'Ient principles, 
which are })rocIaimed in the Declaration of Independence ? 
IIo\v is it, that the advocates of liberty and the advocates of 
slavery, at the present time, sustain their discordant senti- 
ments and contentious practices by the Constitution ? Does 
the Constitution promote, or prevent the objects, lor which 
the people declare, in the preamble, they ordain and estab- 
lish it ? Is the basis of the representation and ta.xation,. 
according to the Constitution, equal and righteous ? How 
does the continuance of the foreign slavctrade, for twenty 
yeai's, agree with the native equality of all human beings 
and the unalienable endowment, which they receive fronr 
their Creator? Is the domestic traillc, in the bodies and' 
souls of men, consistent with that clause in tlie preamble, 
which declares, that the people ordain and establish tlie Con- 
stitution to s(X'ure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity ?" Tlie Constitution declares, that no person* 
shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law ; and yet millions of persons, in these States, 
fire deprived of these blessings against the laws of nature 
and of nature's God. The Constitution declares, the/ 
right of tlie people to be secure in their person?, liouses, 
papers and eifeets, again^-t unreasonable searches and seiz- 
ures, shall not be violated ; " and yet millions of the people 
are constantly liable, in tliese respects, to tlic most disgrace- 
ful and pernicious violations. AVhat is expressly forbidden, 
by the Constitution, has been repeatedly committed, by tlie 
purchase of extensive territories, with their slaveholding 
population. Is not the privilege of the Writ of Haheas 
Corpus'' virtually suspended, in respect to every person, 
who is subjected to involuntary servitude ? Is the return 
of a person, who has escaped from slavery, for life,, 
liberty and the pursuit of ha])[)iness, consistent with every 
person's right to tliese blessings ? The Constitution de- 
clares, that Congress shall not prohibit the free exercise of 
religion, or abridge the freedom of speech, or the press ; yet, 
so far as it tolerates the existence and extension of slavery : 
it prevents the possession and enjo}'ment of these inestima- 
ble and inalienable privileges. Tho Constitution is incon- 
sistent with the Declaration of Independence, "'A'ith the 

9 
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objects for v.'liidi it was ordained and established by ihc 
people ; and with every article and provision in itselfj thaf; 
agrees with the fandaiiiental and immutable principles anJ 
obligations of piety, patriotism and philanthropy. The 
Constitution agrees with the consistency and veracity, with' 
which the Southern delegates, in tlie Congress of the Con- 
federation, contended tiiat the slaves vrere property and not 
persons ; and the Northern delegates contended they were 
persons and not property ; and then, in the convention of the 
Constitution, the Southern delegates contended fhaUhe slaves 
were persons and not property ; and the Northern delegates 
contended, that they were not persons, but property, Tlien 
in both cases, both parties settled the controversies and 
contentions, by comj)romises, which implied that the slaves 
were neither property, nor persons ; but three-fiftlis of either : 
and that the delegates^ wlio so counted the slaves, might 
tiieinsclves be aecoanted untrue a!id unwise.- The inconsis- 
tent, ridiculous and suicidal absurdities, compromises and 
contradictions, on which the Constitution was founded, arc 
iJivolved in its discordant articles ; and have been expe- 
rienced and manifested by its suceessive administrations and 
the various ])arties and tiictions, contentions and diiliculties, 
which have continued and increased anjong the people until 
this djiy. As soon as we obtained our National Independ- 
ence, by the first compromise respecting taxation and the 
second compromise respecting the Northwestern territory, 
iu the Congress of the Confederation ; and then, by the third 
compromise, in the Convention of the Constitution, respect- 
ing the ^.'presentation of the peo[)le, in the House of llep- 
resentatives, after prolonged and determined controversies 
and contentions, we reiiiounc.ed, in respect to our feUow men, 
whom we held and still hold in involtintary servitude, the 
eternal principles of liberty, justice and truth, for the tran- 
sient policy of shivery, injustice and falsehood. By such, 
conduct we renount»ed the self-evident principles, which we 
proclaimed in the Declaration of Independence, on whicli 
we ap])ealed to tlie Supreme Judge of the world for the 
rectitude of our intentions; and for the support of the Dec- 
hu'ation, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence, we pledgjul our lives, our fortunes and our 
sacred honor. Pry such conduct we have viliiied oui? appeal 
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Eo the Sapre:ric Juil^:,^c of the world, for tlie rectitutle of our 
:^nteiUions in the Dechinitioii of Independence ; we have 
forfeited th.e protection of Divine Providence ; and have 
sacriiiced the nuitual pledge of our lives, our fortunes and 
our sacred honoro Such are the deceitful ami destructive 
nature and effects of avaricious and amhitious compromises, 
for which nations are induced to renounce righteous princi- 
ples for unrighteous policy, liherty for slavery and the wis- 
<doui of God for the folly of num. In view of such conduct 
'''vvell may the Supreme and liniil Judge of the world ask — 

" Yea J and u'Jt^j even, of yourselves judge ye not what is 
nahtr 



SECTION V. rOLITICAL DECLENSION. 

^* Judge, [ pray you, betwixt me and my Vineyard^ 

The. self-evident princi})les of philantliropy, patriotism and 
tpiety. which are proclaimed and implied in the Declaration 
•of Indc|)Cndence, were CKcmplified and illustrated by the 
character and conduct (d' Washington. So far as we decline 
iVom the bright and shining light, which God has placed 
before us by liis example, in our sentiments, privileges and 
obligations, we depart from the foundation of truth find duty, 
of wisdom, dignity and propriety. To form a correct judg- 
ment on tliis subject, it is proposed to exhibit asniall number 
of specimens from Ids sentiments, instructions and prayers, 
which we ought to regiird with gratitude to God and in honor 
to the memory of the man, who was once estecmeJ and 
ought now, in the present crisis of our njitional affairs, more 
than ever to be esteemed " first in v>'ar, first in peace and 
first in the hearts of his country." From Washington's 
*',M-d<jrs, dated ?>ewbij!'g, 18th of April 1783, is selected tlie 



following paragrapli : While the General recollects the 
almost infinite variety of scenes, through which we have 
passed, with a mixture of pleasure, astonishment and grati- 
tude ; while he contemplates the prospect before us with 
rapture, he can not help wisliing, tliat all the brave men, of 
wdiatcver condition they may be, who have shared in the 
toils and dangers of effecting this glorious revolution, of res- 
cuing millions from the hand of opi)ression and of laying 
the foundation of a great empire, nn'glit he impressed witii 
:a proper idea of the dignified part they have been called to 
.act, imder the smiles of Providence, on the stage of liuman 
affairs. For happy, thrice happy, shah they be pronounc(.'d 
hereafter, who have contributed any thing, who liave per- 
formed the meanest oihce in erecting this stuj;endous labri3 
of Freedom and Empire, on the broad basis of independ- 
ency ; who have assiste i in prot(iCting the rights of human 
nature and establisliing an asylum for the poor and oppressed 
of all nations and religions." 

In. Washini;ton's Circular to the Governors of the States, 
Kewburg, 18th June, 1783, with the most joyful and grateful 
congnitulations on the glorious event, wiiich Heaven has 
been pleased to produce in our favor, he accounts it his duty 
to offer his sentiments respecting som(i important subjects, 
which appear to be intimately connected with the tranquility 
of the United States. In view of past events and future 
,prospects, he says : yet it ap})ears to me, there is an option 
still left to the United States of America, whether they will 
be respectable and prosperous, or contemptible and misera- 
ble, as a natiouc This is the time of their political proba- 
tion ; this is the time, when the eves of the whole world are 
.turned u])on them ; the time to establish, or ruin their national 
character for ever: this is the favorable moment to give 
such ii tone to the Federal Government, as will enable it to 
,answ(ir the ends of its institution : or this may be the ill- 
fated moment for relaxing the j)owers of the Union and 
annihilating the cement of the Confederation For, accord- 
ing to the system of policy the States shall adopt r.t this 
moment, they will stand, or fall. And by their confirmation, 
or declension, it is yet to Ixj decided, whether the revolution 
m ust ultimately be considered as a blessing, or a curse; a 
bl essing, or a curse, not to the present age alone; for with 
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Our tkte will the destiny of unborn millions be involved." 
In the same Circular, having named the pillars, on which 
tlie glorious fabric of our independency and national charac- 
ter must be supported, he says ; " Libert?/ is the Ifasis ; and 
tchoever would d.are to sap the foundation^ or ove?iurn the 
structure^ under whatever specious jnetext he may attempt it^ 
■will merit the bitterest execrations and the severest punishmenij 
ivhich can be injticted bij his injured conntryJ^ He closes 
the Circular with an earnest prayer, that God would in- 
cline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a s})irit of subor- 
dination and obedience to government ; and that he would 
be most graciously pleased to dispose us all to do justice, t3 
love mercy and to demean ourselves with tliat charity, hu- 
mility and pacific temper of mind, which were the charac- 
teristics of tlie Divine Author of our blessed religio!i ; with- 
out an humble imitation of Avhose example, in these things, 
we can never hope to be a happy nation." In his speech 
on his entrance upon th.e duties of President, he says : It 
would be peculiarly improper to omit, in this first otlicial act, 
my fervent supplications to that Almighty l>eing, who rules 
over the universe, v/ho presides in the councils of nations, 
and v/hosG providential aids can supply every human defect," 
In the same speech lie declares : " no people can be bound 
to acknowledge and adore the invisible hand, which conducts 
the affairs of men more than tlie people of the United 
•Statesv Every step, by which they have advanced to the 
character of an independent nation, seems to have been dis* 
tinguished by some token of Providential agency." He 
declares, " no truth is more thoroughly estabhshed, than 
that there exists, in the economy and course of nature, an 
indissoluble ujiion between virtue and happiness, between 
duty and advantage,, b.ctween the genuine maxims of an 
honest and magnanimous policy and the solid rewards of 
public prosperity and happiness. We ought to he no less per- 
suaded^ that the propitious srailes of Heaven can never be 
expected on a nation, that disregards the eternal rules oj 
order and right, ichick Heaven itself has ordained'^ In no 
other respect dees the example of Washington appear more 
worthy of approbation and imitation, than in the spirit with 
which he accepted the ollices. to wh«ch he vras appointed in 
the service of his country, W^hcn he accepted the office of 
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General, he said : I feel great distress, from a eoiLscions^ 
iiess that my abilities and military experience may not be 
equal to the extensive and important trustr I beg it may 
be remembered by every gentleman in the roo]ii, that I, this 
'day, declare with the utmost sincerity, I do not think myself 
equal to the command, ^yith which I am honored." On his 
election to the office of President lie declared himself to be. 
filled with the greatest anxieties ; and that he ought to be 
peculiarly conscious of his own deficiencies and was over- 
whelmed with despondence^ as he inherited inferior endow- 
.ments from nature, and was unpractised in tlie duties of civil 
. administration." Let the spirit and judgment of Washington, 
respecting liimself, be the test of the qualifications for ollice ; 
and then judge how far we have fallen, from true weight 
and worth of character, in the men, who fill and seek to till, 
at this day, tlie most important offices in the State and in 
the Cimrch. Nor have the peo]>le less declined '<\ud fallen, 
in their spirit and judgment respecting the election of their 
public servants ; and tlie obiects and measures of their ser- 
vants in the performance of their official duties. If a ques- 
tion remain respecting our political declension from the 
principles, with which we commenced our national existence 
and established our independence ; and from the foundation 
of our liberties, principles and obligations, as they were exem- 
plified and illustrated by Washington; let it be decided by 
an intelligent and impartial comparison of his administra- 
tion and the present administration of the national govern- 
ment. 

The Scripture must be fulfilled, as it is written : " This 
matter is by the decree of the Watchers and the demand by 
the word of the Holy ones ; to the intent, that the living may 
know, that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will : cmd seiteth over it the 
basest of men . 
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SECTION VL NATIONAL REFORMATION. 

/ iiyLll remove the inlquii^j of ihal land in one dayT 

The perfections, purposes and promises of the one only 
living and true God in Three Divine Persons, as he reveals 
hiniseif in the scriptures of truth and by the gospel of his 
wisdom and grace, are the immutable, omniscient and oni-^^ 
iiipotent foundation of confidence and assurance, for the rc^ 
formation and liappiness of the nations and fsnnilies of the 
earth. At this day, it is not in distant pros])ect, but in the 
present moYen>.ents of Divine Providence, that we perceive 
the certain tokens, that tlie " kingdon.1 and dominion and the 
greatness of th.e kingdom, under the whole h.eaven, sliall be 
given to the people of the saints of the most High; wdiose 
kinfrdom is an everlastim]^ kinmlom ; and all dominions shall 
serve and obey him*" Soon shall be fulfilled the <ylor!ous 
declaration, The seventh angel sounded ; and in heaven 
were irreat voices, savini?, The kingdoms of tliis world have 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ ; and lie 
shall reign for ever and ever." What John saw in vision we 
now see in fact, "the angel fly in the midst of heaven, hav- 
ing the everlasting gospel to preach unto them, that dwe)l 
on the earth ; and to eveiy nation and kindred and tongue 
and people, saying with a loud voice, fear God and give 
glory to him ; for the hour of his judgment is come ; and 
worship him, wdio naade heaven and earth and the sea and 
the fountains of waters." Soon "follows another angel, 
saying, Babylon is iallen, is fallenj that greJit city, because 
she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication." Large potions of this wine have been drunken 
by the apostate nations and churches of Euro})e ; and no 
small potions by the churches and people in the United 
States ; who have largely partaken and still partake of her 
" merchandize in the bodies and souls of men." 

They, Avho have partaken of the sins of Babylon, must 
receive of her plagues, unless they repent, believe and obey 
the gospel ; and wholly separate themselves from her abom- 
inations, cruelties and delusions. Who can doubt of the 
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iluty and vvliat ought to have been the conduct of the United 
States in respect to slavery, on the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, with our solemn appeal to God for the rectitude of 
our intentions, our reliance on Divine Providence for pro- 
tection and the mutual pledge of our lives, or fortunes and 
our sacred honor ? What are the compromises^ that have 
been adopted to quiet the discordant elements of liberty and 
slavery ? What are the absurdities and inconsistencies in 
the Constitution of the United States? What the annihila- 
tion of compacts designed and engaged to prevent the ex- 
tension of slavery ? What are the present contentions and 
divisions in these States ? and what the scenes of violence 
and blood in Kansas but the natural and certain effects of 
Slavery in the old States of the Union ? Whoj that has any 
holy fear of God and proper regard to m'ln, can believe that 
we can have true peace, or safety, union or honor, liberty, 
or happiness, until slavery is extirpated and annihilated, in 
its roots and branches, from the whole land ? Shall wc 
blind and bef()ol ourselves by the assumption, that liberty is 
national and slavery sectional ? Liberry is not even sectionalj 
while our national affairs are controled by the slaveholding 
and constitutional representation of tlie people in the Con- 
gress of the Union and in the election of President and 
Vice-President of the United States. What^ then, is to be done 
in the present momentous crisis of our duties and interests ? 
Shall tlie existing excitement and indignation against slavery 
and the present oppressive and intolerable aduHuistration of 
the general government limit our desires and prayers and 
exertions by no greater objects than a political oi-gani^^ation, 
witli special reference only, or chiefly to the approaching 
Presidential election and the exclusion of slavery from Kan- 
sas ? These things ouglit to be done ; and mji.y God give 
speedy and rigliteous and triumphant success to present ex- 
ertions for their accomplishment ! But other things ought 
not to be left undone. In a very short time God will remove 
the iniquity of this land, either by mercies or by judgments. 
Mercy will rejoice against judgment ; if with a penitent sub- 
mission to Divine justice and an obedient reliance on Divine 
mercy, we perform our duty. " So speak ye and so do, as 
they, ivho shall he judged by the laiu of liberty. For he shall 
have j adgment 'without mercy , tvho hath showed no mercy P 
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Truth, justice and mercy, lionor, liberty, holiness and sal- 
vation warrant and demand the removed of Slavery from the 
Constitution and administration of the United States, by a 
Constitutional amendment. According to tlie self-evident 
principles proclaimed in the Declaration of Independence, it 
is the right, it is the duty of the people in these States, by 
an amendment of the constitution, to restore and secure un- 
to the millions of our fellow men, who are holden in slavery, 
the blessings of liberty, for which they ordained and estab- 
lished the Constitution of the United States of America. 
Washington declares, The basis of our political systemis 
the right of the people to make and alter their Constitutions 
of government." Pie truly and wisely says, " the spirit of 
encroachment tends to consolidate the powers of all the de- 
partments in one ; and thus to create, whatever the form of 
government, a real despotism. A just estimate of that love 
of power and proneness to abuse it, which j)redominate in 
the human heart, is suiHcient to satisfy us of the truth of this 
position." In intimate connection with the preceding obser- 
vations, he says : If, in the opinion of the people, the dis- 
tribution or modification of the constitutional powers be, in 
any particular, wrong; let it be corrected by an amendment 
in the way, w^hich the constitution designates: but let there 
be no change by usurpation. For though this, in one in- 
stance, may be the instrument of good, it is the customary 
weapon by which free governments are destroyed. The pre- 
cedent must always greatly overbalance, in permanent evil, 
any partial or transient lienefit, wliich the use can, at any 
time, yield." If we wouhl be saved from the just vengeance 
of Heaven and obtain the mercy of God for ourselves and 
our children, we must reniove the unjust and unwise com- 
promises, on Avhich was founded the Constitution and on 
which have been adnn'nistered our national interests almost 
seventy years. Thun God wilt be merciful to us and bless 
us; and cause his face to shine upon us ; that his way may 
be known upon earth and his saving healtJt amonfj all na- 
tions ^ 

Reformaiion, or Perdition is, at this day, the only alterna- 
tive to every nation and people, to every family and person 
luider lieaven. Slavery is the National ini(juify of the people 
ni these United States.' Let tlie removal of tiiis'iniquity be 
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accomplisliecl by such a reformation as the Constitution ad- 
mits and demands ; then liberty shall be national ; and 
slavery need not be and shall not be sectional. Let the 
^vhole people, South and North, East and West, beginning 
Avith the Ancient Dominion, whom all her sisters still love 
and will rejoice to honor ; and whose star shone first and 
brightest, in our political horizon, against the Egyptian dark- 
ness of slavery, regard the example, instructions and pray- 
ers of Washington ; and involuntary servitude, the iniquity 
of tliis land, shall be removed in one day. Then the rela- 
tions, obligations and privileges cf masters and servants, 
according to the Gospel, shall be continued and sanctilied, 
be prosj)erous and bappy. Such masters and servants may 
pass, with safety and honor, wherever they may j)lease, 
without annoyance, or suspicion ; and be received with atfec 
tion and kindness. Such masters may srive to their servants 
.vl,at i. .ins. ana equal ; knowing thJtlly also have a Mas- 
ter in heaven. Then they will have the willing, cheerful 
and faitliful labors of their servants, more cheaply and pleas- 
antly and })rofitably than they can hold and keep, by invol- 
untary servitude, the persons, who are deprived of the native 
rigiifs of all human beings to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
hai)piness. Such servants will receive, possess and enjoy 
the due reward of their labors ; dwell quietly and hap[>ily 
in their own houses ; and use their property to clothe and 
feed their children and for their instruction in their families, 
churches and schools. Then will be obtained what Wash- 
ington d(^sired, on the conclusion of the hostilities for our 
National Iiuh'pendence ; and ex])res<ed in his circular letter 
to the Governors of the States, saying: "Let an attention 
to the cheerful j)erformance of their proper business, as 
nidividuals and as members of society, be earnestly inculca- 
ted on the citizens of America. Then will they strengthen 
the bands of government and be happy under its protection. 
Every one will reap the fruit of his labors ; every one will 
enjoy his own acquisitions, without molestation and without 
danger." Then w^ill be answered his })rayers, as expressed 
m his farewell Address to his fellow^ citizens, when he de- 
clared, " I sliall carry with mc to my grave, a strong incite- 
nuMit to unceasing vows, — that heaven may continue to you 
the choicest tokens of its beneticence. that your union and 
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brotherly affection may be perpetual, that the free ConstitU'^ 
lion, which is the work of your hands, may be sacredly 
maintained, that its administration, in every department, 
nmy be stamped with \Yisdoni and virtue, that the liappiness 
of the people of these States, under the auspices of liberty 
may be made complete, by so cai^eful a preservation and so 
prudent a use of this blessing, as will acquire to them the 
glory of recommending liberty to the applause, the affection 
and adoption of every nation under heaven." 

Wise, safe, blessed and honored be the State, tliat shall 
fu'st remove involuntary servitude ; and liave neither part 
nor lot in the sale of men, women and children by auction ; 
nor with the monsters of sin and shame, who dare to traffic, 
in defiance of Heaven's vengeance, in the bodies and souls 
of men. If the sons and daughters of voluntary servants are 
not needed in the employment with tlieir parents, they can go 
and find employment and a residence, v/lierever they may 
choose under the protection and blessing of Divine Provi- 
dence ; and enjoy the rights and peribrm the duties of. men, 
christians and citizens, in the communities, to wliich tliey 
may belong. Sufficient experiments have been made, in 
agreement wdtli these observations, to show that such meas- 
ures are practicable, successful and prosperous. 

Of the iniquity of this land the Northern people and 
States are not less guilty than tlie Southern people .and 
States. The North and the South, in the days of our hon- 
ored fathers and worthy mothers, gave their eounsels and 
i^rayers, their labors and sorrow^s, tlieir treasures and blood, 
for the blessings of liberty for themselves and their children ; 
for the Divine endowments and native rigiits of every hu- 
man being ; and for the eternal, immutable and inalienable 
obligations and privileges of piety and humanity. Shall we 
now deny and transgress our mutual obligations and forfeit, 
for ourselves and our children, the precious inheritance God 
has given us by the mutual exertions and sacrifices of our 
ancestors ? Can the people of the Xorth justify, or conceal 
such wickedness and folly, by their censures and coniplaiuts 
against the South ? Can the people of the South conceal, 
or justify such conduct by contempt and triumph against the 
North ? Can the young States, in tlie great and pleasant 
regions of the West, follow, or approve such conduct in the 
parental States of the Union 
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Never, never since God said, let there be light ; and 
there was light," has been a people under heaven, who were 
called and bound, by stronger and holier bonds and more firm 
and tender cords, to reform and do their duty, than are the 
people in these States through tlic whole Union, North and 
South, East and West, from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
oceans, to restore and maintain the principles of Liberty and 
Tndei)endence, on which we assumed, among the powers of 
the earth, the separate and equal strdion, to which w^e w^ere 
entitled, by the laws of nature and of nature's God, Should 
we attempt to break these bands asunder and to cast away 
tliese cords from us ; He, v/ho siltetli in the heavens, shall 
laugh ; the Lord shall have us in derision. Then shall he 
speak to us in his wrath ; and \qx u- iu his sore displeasure. 
Yvliile God waits to be gracious and peaks to us in his mer- 
cy, 0 may He incline our hearts to trust in his name and 
obey his gospel ; then he will remove the iniquity of this 
land in onci dny. And blessed be his glorioiis name for ever : 
and let the whole cart It be filled with his glory. Amen and 
A iiietu 

Providence, L3th Ma v. 185G, 



